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. [The following information on the progress of agriculture in the
Belorussian SSR is Jrom & report giver on 20 September 1952 by F. S.
l?aitolichzv, secret: of the TsK KB(b) Belorussian SSR, to the 20tk
‘Congress of the KP(b) Belorussian SSR.

»
Genaral

The period covered by this report [apparently 1 Jamuary 1949 to mid-19527
has beea characterized by an uninterrupted expansion in the collectivized
agriculture of the republic. Extensive aid frém party and government snd hard
work by kolvhoz, sovkhoz, and I'TS workers have overcome the dif2iculties
created by the fascist occupation, The situstion ts now Pavorsble for the 8olu~
tion of the chief problems facing agriculture -- increased erop ‘ytelds, in-
creased collectivized livestock herds: and animel productivity, and increasel
groos aud commercial praduction from these two bagic types of agriculturai ac-
tivity. '

Although some party cblast and rayon canimi#’.:ees bave not providel agri-
cultural workers adequcie guidance and leadgrship, the ro;lfl.owing progress has
bean made 12 the period covered by ‘thia report: ’

Peagant households in the western oblasts have been virtually collectivized
in full. Consolidstion of smaller kolkhozes has been completed in the ‘eastern
oblasts and continues in the western cblasts. As of 1 January 1949, there vere
9,772 kofkhozes .in the eastern oblagts; as of 1 July 1952, thiéd number had ds-
creased to 3,153. . The congolidated kolkhozes have three times the numbar of °
households, able-bodied wotkers, and amount of arable land avallable to them

tefore consolidation.

During this seme period, the total sown aree in kolkhozes ¢f the republic

has increased by 2,042,000 hectares; including an incresse of 4li},000 hectares

. in kolkhozes of the eastern oblasts, From 1 January 1949 to ' Apgust 1952,
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. the mumber of livestock on kelkhozes incremged as Tollovs: cattla 150 pércent,

b including cows 360 percent, hogs 490 percent, sheep and gaats 250 percent, fowl

e 100 percent, and horses 180 percent. As of 1 August 1952, kolkhoz collaetivized
lvestock herds had increasad over 1940 ss follows: cattle 62 percent, hogs 100
Yercent. All oblasts of the republic.had more of all types of productive live-
stock than in the Irewar period.

Kolkhoz indivisible funds and the volume of capital investment in collecs

tivized agriculture have increased considerably in recent years, Tr»oughout  the
Postwar perind and including the period covered bv this report, the state has
Y + aided agriculture to improve mechanization, swamp drainage, consolidation of kol- i
0 khozes,, and training of cadres. During the last 3 years (1959-1951), 'h1 mrs, B
15 ¥MS (Mechanized Land Improvement Stations), 3 IMS (Pasture Inprovement Sta-
tions), and 200 mechanized land improvement detachmants in MIS have been set up ‘
in the republic. During this reriod the MIS tractor park has more than doubled,
and the number of comhines has incresessed 15 times., The .voluhe' of ‘caplital’in.
vestment'in MPS totaled 627‘m1];l.ion Tubles for the last 3 years.

Crops and Agricultural Techniques

Puring the period covered by this report, the area sown. to grains and -
pulses in the republic increased, and is now 100.5 percent of 1940. The area
sowe to winter and spring wheat in kolkhozes increased 130.% percent, to fiber
flax 92 percent, to potatces 50 percent, and to fodder crops 270npercent. At

- Present, the tolul sum cren li “inlllic .os L8 dlstolinted as follovs: grainsg
and pulses T3.1 percent; indvuirinl ccons 7.5 wereent; potatocr, vegetables s 8md
cucurblts 11.4 percent; and -‘wuucr cvops § perzent. Future plans for distribue
tion of the total sown area must lay greater emphasis on those crops best suited f
to Beloruseia, such as wheat, flax, hemp, potatoss, vegetables, m}& perennial ; '
and annual grasses. Although acreages have increased, crop yields are still low
on many kolkhozes. The Fifth Five-Year Plsn calls for higher crop yields in '

. kolkhozes of the non-chernozem zone as follows: grains up to 17-19 quintals per

. hectare, flax fiber k.5-5,5 quintals per hectare, and potatoes 155-175 quintals

Y ‘Per hectare. ;

Crop rotation is rarticularly imporiant in the republic, and nust be intro-
duced at a more ~apid pace. AA of 'lAugust. 1952 crop-rotation had bedn dntrodnced
on 1,943 of 5,929 kolkhozes in the republic. By the end of this Year, it must
be introduced in 1,000 more kolkhiozes. By ihe end of 1953, this practice mgt
be introduced in all kolkhozes of the eastern oblasts, and in all ccnsolidated
kolkhozes of the western oblests. The Tgk KP(b) “Belorusriam SSGR has been re-
sporsible for the unsatisfactory progress in introduciion of crop rotation. The
Minskaya, Viteboksya, and Mogllevskayn oblast committees have falled 40 organize
this work properly. Other local party organs also lag in this work. The Kine
istry of Agriculture Beldrussian SSR has failed to impress its speclalists with
the urgency of this tauyk. :

Fertilizer application must be improved. Ia 1952, 13,917,000 matric tons .
¢ vanure and 11,977,000 metric tons of peat were applied to ficlds. This was !
twe 0 three times the amount applied in 1948, 1949, and 1950, Much still re- :
mains to be done in this line; many people still contest the necessity of wide-
spread fertilizer application, particularly the use of peat, on kolkhoz fields,
Beever, mechanization of basic field work hes now reached-a point where further
increases in crop ylelds and in the grose harvest ere largely contingent on ‘
Proper end timely application of manure apd pect, liming of acid soils, Wid in-
<rcased sowlngs of lupine for fertilizer. ,

The decisions of the Pebruery 1946 Plenarv Session of ihe Tsk VKB(Db) re=
garding exclusive use of selected seed in koll .ozes have not yet been fulfilled
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in the republic. 1In 1952, 40.5 percent of the area sown 4o spring grains was " ._Il
sown with selected seed; ciparable figures for winter grains were 62.5 Dercent, - P
and for flax 45.3 percemt. The orgapization of seed sdélection and storage work

$
in kolkhozes and rayon seed centers is completely wnsatisfactory., Many kolkhozes u'-‘r
make no provision for their own seed stocks, and depend on ocutside aid, The 1952 g,
crop yields were high, and made it possible for each kolkhoz to store an adequate 3 "

quantity of geed for its own use. In good years every kolkhoz should be able
to store a sufficient amount of quality seed to fulfill 1ts winter and spring
crop acreage plans, and to lay aside reserve stocks for the future.

Year after year, only half the area sown to spring crops in the republic
1s sown on winter fallow. Shallow Plowing of stubble is also neglected. Row -
8owing of winter and spring crops is not practiced as extensively as is possi- | RO
ble with the existing number of :row-geéders’ in kolkhozes - and MPS. Time
schedules, particularly those for seeding, are not met, and care cor crops ale
ready in the ground, particularly industrial crops » 18 rarely on schedule, The
fields of many kolkhozes are choked with weeds. A1l these shorbiomings lead 4o low
yields. The TsK KP(b) Belorussian SSR has not fulfilled the directives of the
-PaK VKP(b) concerning the improvement of agricultural techniques. The Minskaya.
Vitebokaya, Mogilevskaya, Polotekays, and Gomel'skays oblast committees and the
Ministry of Agriculture Belorussian SSR ere chiefly respongible for this failure.

Koikhozes of the republic have at their disposal 1.5 million hectaree which
are covered with brush and scrub growth, and 900,000 more hectures choked with
etonus. Full utilization of availsble machinery end observance of proper agri-
cultural technigues hinge on ¢learing this land. Unfortunately, many workers I
and local authorities have closed their eyes to this fact, and only a beginning
bas been made tovard a solution of this problem. In 1951 and 1952, 217,000 i
hectaree.lave been cleared of brush and 79,000 hectares of stones.

Drainage of marsh and swampland must be speeded up in the republic. The
15 MMS recently estublished have been equipred with the latest machines for
draining swampland, ‘and this work can now be undertaken on a broad scale in
literally every oblast in *he republic. However, little is actually being ac~
complished in this line, and the Minstries of Land Improvement and Agriculture
wust expand iheir activity in land imprévement work as well as in peat extracs
tion. The Poles'ye Lowlands are o be drained duriag the Fifth Five-Year Plan
and turned into an sgriculturally procuctive region. This region, with a total
area of 4.6 million hectares, includes all of Pinskays, Polegskaya, and parts
of Bobruyskaya, Brestsiaym, Barernovichskays, Gomel'skhyn, and Mirskays oblests,
as vell as several oblasts in the Ukrainian SSR., Utilization of this ares,
which will be bery fertile after drainege, will permit a sharp increase in the
harvest of grains, hemp, flax fiher » makhborka, and hay; as well as an increase
in meat, milk, and wool production. Favorable conditions will oe esdahlisned
for a considerable growth of the food, local, and fuel industries 2ia the region.

To sum upy the Fifth Five-Yeer Plan ealle for increased production oi th-ie
er2ps which grow best under local conditions » such as winter ani spring vheet,
flax, hamp, sugar beetis, and makhorks. The production of vegetsbles and poteloes
must also be sharply increased, particularyy in suburban areas, and expecially
around Minsk. ' o '

Anima) Husbaniry

. Serious shortcomings hinder the further development of collectivized animal
husbandry in Belorussian SSR.kolkhozes and sovkhozes. The Fifth Five~Year Plan
contsins sections Gealing with increasing herds and raising animal productivity.
Such plans are within the present capabilities of republic kolkhozes, providing
these capabilities are properly vtilized. There have been large losses of . -
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collectivized livestatk due o epidemics (padezh)
In same cases annual losses exceed anmual gains.
of Vitebskays, Gomel'skaya, and Mogilevskaya oblas
1951. Ancther serious shortcoming is the low proportion of mature female stock
in the collectivized herds. At Present, mature cows copstitute only 25.8 per-
cent of the total number of cattle on kolkhozes, whereas they should constitute

4o to 45 percent of all cattle. In Polesskaya Jblast, cows constitute 19.5 per~
cent, and in Bobruystays Oblast 2k.6 percent of all cattle.

s slaughter, and squandering. !
Such was the case in kolkhozes
ts in the winter of 1950 -

Little has been done to increase the number of purebred livestock. As of
1 January 1952, the Droportion of purebred cattle to total cattle in kolkhozes
of the republic was 22.9 percent 5 similar figures for sheep and hogs were 48.1
and 38.3 percent » respectively. The productivity of collectivized herds is very
low, and in many kolkhozes animal husbandry does not bring in the Dblanne? amount

of income. In 1951, income from collectivized animal husbandry acecounted, for
only 17 percent of total kolkhoz income.

Livestock numbers and animal productivity must be increased during the
coming years. Oune of the main Prerequisites for such increages ig more fodder.
A considerable portion of the republic's jasture and meadowland ia overgrown
with brush or is fwampy. Consequently, hay yields are low, ret.hing 10.12
quintals per hectare only in the bes* years. Not enough area pas been devoted
to sown grasses, fodder root crops, and silage crops. Work toward establishing
& stable fodder base in the republic m:st be organized so as to overcome these
shortcomings. The pace of livestock shelter coustruction must be speeded 80
thet in 1953 all stock will be housed in standard shelers.

An army of kolkhoz workers is occupied with collectivized animal husbandry.
Most of them are familiar with and interested in their work. However, in many
kelkhozes their work is poorly organized and they are not adequately paid., Party
workers must scncentrote on overcoming these shortcomings, snd on raising the
morale and ircressiag the qualifications of livestock farm workers. ZILabor-con-

suming work in axtmal husbandry mist be further mechanized, and veterinary and
zZootechnical services must be improved. -

Kolkhoz Organization

In 1951, kolkhores of the republic delivered to the state T0.5 percent more
grain, 24.8 percent more potatoes, 65.4 percent more flax fiber, 173.4 percent
more meat, 96 percent more milk, and 283.4 percent more wool than in 1948, How-
ever, much stil) remains to be dore to raise the income of kolkhozes and kolkhoz
vorkers. Party organizations must supervise kolkhoz capital investments, pertic-
ularly those concerne? with canstruction of aniosl shel tere, land improvement
installations, water reservoirs ; field shelter belts, and kolkhoz hydccelectric
atations, and with land clearing. It is necessary to develop collectivized ng-
riculture to the point where considerably larger payments ¢an be made to kolkhoz
workers. It ts absolutely imperative to avold lov payment for workdays due to
Poor supervieion by kolkhoz officisls, Some rayon leaders consider such a situ-
ation normal and do 1little to correct it

The consolidation of kolkhozes has brought the basic problem of kolkhoz or-
ganization and wage payments to the fore. Many village party orgpuizations,
particularly in the western oblasts s have ignored this yroblem. They have failed
to draw a considerable portion of the kolkhoz workers into collectivized work,
ignoring the great political and économic significence of this problem. This
year, when the TeK KP(b) Belorussian SSR reviewed ike reports of the Grodnenskaya,
Molodechnenskayn, Pinskays, and Brestskayn oblast committees concerning kolidoz
organization, a great anumber of shortcomings were evident, The production bri«
gade has not been established as the basic form of kolkhoz work organization in
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these oblasts. A considerable rart of the kolkhozes of Minskaya, Vitebskaya,
Mogilevekaya, ‘and other oblasts organize their work roorly, and do not conduct
it on schedule; this results in low harvest3. The customary excuse is lack of
mampower or equipment, but in most cases the real cause is low labor productiv-
ity. These shortcomings must be corrected,

The party has always atiached Prime imporvancz te the selection and train-
‘ng of kolkhoz supervisory cadres. In connection with the consolidation of
koikhozes, the party has moved 527 agricultural specialists with higher 0. sec=
ondary education, and 1,923 "practical, workers,” all party and moviet altivs 3
into supervisory positioss on kolkhozes. However, tie work of securing better
kolkhoz chairmen 1s being carried on in & cenpletely unsatisfactory manner, and
must be improved.

Violatione of the Kulkhoz Charter etill persist in kolkhozes of the repub=
lies they include misappropriation of kolkhoz land and other property, and en-
croachments on the democratic basis of kolkhoz administration. Entirely too
much laxity is shown by party and soviet organizations toward such conduct; even
Some rayon committee gecretaries, chairmen of rayon executive committees, and
Procurators have plundered kolkhoz Property. TFor example, Kavalenko, first sec-
retary of the Lel'chitskiy Rayon Committee » and other workers have been removed
from their positions apd expelled from the party for such conduct. Party workers
must be vigilant in Preventing violations of the Kolkhoz Charter, and in punishe
ing those who commit such violatiops.

Mo

‘The degree of mechanization of bastic agricultural work has more thon doubled
since 1940.. The total volume of tractor vork performel by republic MTS increages
every. year. In 1948, MIg performed 3,279,900 hectares of soft plowing; and in
i951, this figure was 7,181,300 hectares. Much work has alego been done on im-
proving MTS repair bases.

In 1949, 1,023 agronomists were at work on republic MTS, .and at present this
tigure is 1,508 comparable figures for mechanics are 1,033 and 2,282. The short-
ege of {ecbnical personnel in agriculture has caused the creation of a Mechapization
Faculty in the Belorussian Agricultural Acedeny, and a Agricultural Mechanization .
Departgent in the Po:‘ytechm‘cal Institute imeni Staiin. -The republic goverament
has further decided 0 'set up an Agricultural Mechsnization Institute in Minsk,
construction on which W11 -begin dn 1953, as well as two other tekhnilums and 13
egrigultural rchpols.: e : = . .

Many MIS, sund me the Uvarovichsksyn, Surashskayx, Belevichskaya, and Lyu-
behangkaya, are turning in model performances. ‘However, the party and govsrmment
are repeatedly criticized for the poor performances turned in by the majority
of republia MIS. Bath govériment and kolkhoz workers are criticized, and such
criticism is completely Justified. The plan for tractor work by republic MTS
has repeatedly not been fulfilled. In 1950, MPS fulfilled the trachor work Pplan
o4,1 percent; in 1951, 93.6 percest. The annual amount of work performed per
tractor in 1850 vas 3061 heccares .@f 30f% plowing?', in 1951, 363 hectares,

The chief task of MIS workers; like that of all agricultural workers, is
%0 rise crop yields and animal productivity. The many instances of neglect of
the quality of work, such as shallow Plowing, spotty plowing, plaving without
coltere, and failty row-sowing, etc., that have come to light are altogether in-
. tolerable snd must be eliminated, Many MIS directors concentrate on achieving
' as many hectares of soft plewing ag Dpossible at the expense of quality work and
; types of work with low convereion factors. MIS supervisory cadres have not yet
been adequetely improved, and many undesirable and incempetent people occupy -
these imponrtant positions.
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The Fifth Five-Year Plan calls for complete mechanization of basic field
work in the republic, This. wopk has been Progressing 8Wiftly, but work on such
labor-cons\ming crops as potatoes apg vegetables ig Very poorly mechanized, At
the same time » these crops gre neglected in a whole series of rayons and oblasts
because of a scarcity of manpowey.

During the Period ccvered by this report » 8ovkhoz capabilities and Produc-
tion have both increased, 1In 1951, sovkhozes gave the state 187.8 Percent more
meat and 157 percent more milk than ipn 1948, However, a considerable oumber of
sovkhozes are DPerforming in ap wisatisfactory maoner. Crop ylelds snd

The Fifth Five-Year Pian calls for increaseqd production of vheat, fine ang
gemifine wool, and meat on 80vkhozeg, Further mechanizetion of labor-consum.ing
work in the Pields » in animal husbaudry, and in fodder processing is planned, as
well as an extensive Program of construction of living quarterg anq cultural -
Tecreational facilities for sovkhoz workers,

Prelimina.rx 1222 -Data

DPlanned for sowing to spiked 8rains and pulses was exceeded, The leval of agro-
techniques wag raised somewha 3 for example » 9.7 million more metric tons of
manure and peat wers applied to ePring crops than in 1951, andG the ares of row-
sowing was considerably increaseq,

This year, the republic has assumed the obligation to fulrily the grain de.
livery plsn aheaq of time, to guarantee each kolihog its own seed supply, and
considerably to increase payments in kind for workdays, F\xrthemore., iiwectock
berds must be increased, as-well as the delivery of animal products to the state,

serious mistakes and shortcomivgs gti11 persist in the suvervigion of agricuitural
work. Much of thig Jtar's work remaing incomplete: the harvest is not all in,

~END .
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